
Can you sleep when the wind blows?  
 

There has been a lot of discussion lately about being prepared for the future.  Hopefully 
this is a daily practice and not something we only do once in a while.  I have always 
enjoyed the following story and hope it will meaningful to you as well:   

A farmer needed an extra hand to help on his farm.  One young man came to interview 
for the job.  “What are your qualifications?” the farmer asked.  “I can sleep when the 
wind blows,” the young man said.  This simple reply confused the farmer, but he was 
desperate for help and the young man was hired. 

The young man was a diligent worker through the harvest season, but the farmer still 
questioned his answer.   

Fall left, and the first cold storm of the winter came late one night.  The farmer panicked 
as the winds began to blow.  Calling the young man for help, the farmer grabbed his coat 
and pulled heavy boots on his feet.   He was disappointed to find the young man asleep in 
bed at a time like this.  Grudgingly he ventured out alone planning to shuffle all of the 
animals in the barn, then fix that last hole in the roof.  He mumbled about the young man 
sleeping and was sure all the farm equipment was left standing in the field, collecting rust 
from the snow.   

However, when the farmer reached the barn all the animals were tucked safely inside.  In 
fact, clean hay had already been set out for the new day.  Not a single hole could be 
found in the roof, and the tractor was parked perfectly in the shed.   

“Who could have done it?” the farmer wondered.  And then, he realized what the young 
man’s answer meant, “I can sleep when the wind blows.” 
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