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Abstract
Currently, collaboration in the average public classroom is underused, dreaded, and less than effective. However, in the work place and college environment, collaboration is crucial for success. Workers and undergraduates brainstorm, research, and write together in order to maintain an effective workplace environment. Without proper guidance, our students are entering the post-public school world unprepared to engage in intensive collaborative projects. Teaching strategies such as the following make collaboration more effective in the classroom:

· Scaffolding the collaboration

· Giving students choice in determining the groups

· Setting up and structuring the group work

· Negotiating group dynamics to work toward a sense of community.

· Giving adequate class time to accomplish the group goals

· Providing publishing opportunities so that someone other than the teacher read the group paper.

Effective collaboration can be involved and time consuming. However, the improved writing quality, the social skills learned, and the passion that can develop as a result of collaborative projects can also be worth the investment. 

