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Attention Deficit Disorder

and

Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder

Understanding Students: What, Why, and How
Abstract
Attention Deficit Disorder or Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder are becoming more frequently diagnosed.  For this reason, we as teachers will come across the disorder in our classrooms on a more regular basis.  As teachers, we must be ready to help the students in our classrooms and provide support for all students.  We must understand the similarities and differences between the two, the complexities of these disorders, the symptoms, and the diagnosis that students are given.  We also need to understand the different treatments available and know how to help these students.  ADD/ADHD does not have to be a negative aspect in our classrooms, and we can learn how to make the classroom experience a positive one for both the students and the teacher.

We, as teachers, have a responsibility to support our students in the learning process.  Having a clear understanding of ADD/ADHD will help us provide this support.  Being aware of the symptoms that students with these disabilities have can help us guide our students.  There are different types of diagnosis, as teachers we must be conscious of the students needs.  There are also different forms of treatments.  We can try different options in our classrooms and must also understand that different options may be used at home with our students.  All students respond differently, and we can use different methods to help provide support for them.  Students who have ADD/ADHD will bring many positive attributes to our classrooms.  We can focus on their positive characteristics and help our students use their uniqueness to enhance the learning atmosphere of our classroom.  Every student deserves an opportunity to learn and we should do all we can to provide the best atmosphere for their learning and growth.  
