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Shirking the Light: Aesthetic and Moral Shortcomings in Anita Stansfield’s Dancing In the Light

As one of the best-selling romance novelists in the current LDS market, Anita Stansfield has taken on the weighty task of exploring what it means to be a single Latter-day Saint in today’s society. Stansfield’s novel Dancing in the Light delves into the life of Wade Morrison, a returned missionary who looses his wife shortly after the birth of their first child. Major tensions throughout the novel result from Wade’s relationship to his “other side of the family” (Stanfield 138). While the Morrison and Keane families seem to accept Wade’s status as an illegitimate child, many people do not. The difference in Marina and Laura’s reactions exemplify the novel’s central theme of forgiveness, repentance, and judgment. Through Wade’s description of his family and people’s reactions to this description, Stansfield posses the questions: Can one truly repent of sins as serious as adultery? Should repentant sinners gain acceptance? Clearly, Stansfield would answer “yes” to both questions. 

While Stansfield attempts to address complex moral issues such as forgiveness, repentance, and judgment, she falls short of the mark in both aesthetics and morality, two of my personal requirements for good literature. In an essay entitled “Balancing the Good, the Bad, and the Beautiful,” I describe my qualifications for good literature: “Literature must maintain a high standard of aesthetic appeal while upholding an equally high moral code. If one element is lacking, the entire work is flawed to some degree” (2). Anita Stansfield’s Dancing in the Light is deficient aesthetically and morally. Her writing is clichéd and un-unified, her treatment of depression superficial and too easily resolved, and her male characterization overly idealized. Furthermore, her unrealistic depiction of depression and masculinity perpetuate harmful stereotypes, thus lowering the overall moral quality of the novel. 
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