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Belonging to the Dojo: The Classroom Community of Judo
Abstract

Motivation for a student to succeed in the classroom is a question often debated in the educational world. Many students have multiple forces working against them including poverty, culture, language, and home life. To combat factors that are beyond the teacher’s control may seem overwhelming for any educator. However, hope can be found through a welcoming classroom community and sense of belonging. Often the community provides the only motivation for students to attend and try in the classroom. 
Students that are immigrants, who come from a different language background, or who are struggling academically may have a difficult time finding the value in what the teacher requires of them. These students may feel frustrated because of their inability to comprehend or perform the way they are expected; consequently, many of these students feel frightened and intimidated by their new surroundings and culture. Because of these feelings, these students have many external forces compelling them to give up. If a student comes from a different background, cannot see the value in what they are learning, or is struggling academically, then the main motivation for continuing in their education is the feeling of classroom community and belonging. 
